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• How does the mask work?

• What injuries were the masks used to treat?

• Who were the pioneers of medical treatment in this area?

• Why was it used or invented during WW1? Were further developments made during 
WW1?

• Extension: Do we still use the same equipment and processes in plastic surgery today? 
What further developments have been made?

Useful websites:

www.surgicat.rcseng.ac.uk/Details/collect/66976

www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/faces-of-war-145799854

www.nam.ac.uk/explore/birth-plastic-surgery

www.bl.uk/collection-items/plastic-surgery-of-the-face-by-harold-gillies

How do you fix a face that’s been blown off by shrapnel? 

www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxw42hv

Metal facial prosthesis mask by
Anna Coleman Ladd
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• How do the dressings and moss work?

• What problem did it address during WW1?

• What properties are required from materials used to make surgical dressings? Was this 
known at the time?

• Why were these materials used during WW1? Were further developments made during 
WW1?

• Extension: How similar are these dressings to the ones used today?

Useful websites:

www.collection.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects/co177076/surgical-dressing-substitutes-eu-
rope-1914-1918-surgical-dressing

www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-humble-moss-helped-heal-wounds-thou-
sands-WWI-180963081

www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26935867

Surgical dressing substitutes & sphagnum moss
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• How does this piece of equipment work?

• What injuries was it used to treat?

• Why was this equipment invented and used during WW1? 

• Extension: How similar is the apparatus to the blood transfusion equipment used today? 
Have any changes been made to the process of blood transfusions? Why?

Useful websites:

www.collection.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects/co140870/blood-transfusion-appara-
tus-united-kingdom-1914-1918-blood-transfusion-apparatus

www.broughttolife.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/techniques/bloodtransfusion

Medical developments in WW1: www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/medical-develop-
ments-in-world-war-one

www.blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/three-men-saved-countless-lives-blood-transfusion-
first-world-war

www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zs3wpv4

Blood transfusion apparatus
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Diagram published in Bipp Treatment of War 
Wounds book by Rutherford Morison

• What was new about the surgical procedure Morison development?

• What problem did it address during WW1?

• Why was this type of surgery developed during WW1? Were further developments made 
during WW1?

• Extension: How similar is this procedure to the way bullet wounds are treated today?

Useful websites:

www.bl.uk/collection-items/bipp-treatment-of-war-wounds

www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/wounding-in-world-war-one

www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zs3wpv4
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Wooden ‘Anglesey’ artificial right leg

• How does this artificial leg work?

• What type of injuries was it used for during WW1?

• Why was it used and developed during WW1? Were further developments made during 
WW1?

• Extension: How similar is this prosthetic leg to ones that are made today? Why have 
changes been made?

Useful websites:

www.collection.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects/co476459/wooden-anglesey-artificial-
right-leg-england-1915-1925-artificial-leg

Medical developments in WW1: www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/medical-develop-
ments-in-world-war-one

www.eastsussexww1.org.uk/wounds-war

www.nhs.uk/conditions/amputation

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21497473



7

WWW.RBL.ORG.UK/REMEMBRANCE

Basket weaving at Seale Hayne hospital

• Why did doctors encourage soldiers to try activities like basket weaving?

• What condition was this used to treat during WW1?

• Why was it used or developed during WW1? Were different or further developments 
made during WW1?

• Extension: How are similar cases are diagnosed, treated and talked about today? How 
has this changed since WW1?

Useful websites:

Did Craiglockhart hospital revolutionise mental healthcare?
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z9g7fg8

Did shell shock make us serious about mental health?
www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zwg9kqt

Shell shock
www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/extra/series-1/shell_shocked

Shell shock during WW1
www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/shellshock_01

Devon centre pioneered treatment for victims of shell shock
www.bbc.co.uk/devon/news_features/2002/shellshock

Private Percy Meek:
www.rammuseum.org.uk/devon-voices/private-percy-meek-shell-shock


