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BRANCH SECRETARIES: PLEASE BRING THESE ITEMS TO YOUR MEMBERS’ ATTENTION AND DISPLAY WHERE YOUR MEMBERS CAN READ IT.

LEST WE FORGET
Mrs Patricia Gates MBE OStJ 

Former Patroness of the Berkshire RBL Women’s Section

Keith Barnes

Former President of Hanney Branch and Club Treasurer 

Ron Dandridge
Member of Hanney

Our deepest sympathies go to their family and friends
I am delighted and honoured to have been chosen as RBL County Chairman for Berkshire and the Vale of White Horse and hope that I will be able to serve you all as well as did my predecessor, Trevor Knights.  While I have experience of many areas of the Legion’s business, I am well aware that there are some areas in which I have limited expertise.  I will therefore be looking to you all, but the staff and County Committee members in particular, to help me through my term of office.

During my early months in the appointment, apart from familiarising myself with those areas outside my expertise, I wish to concentrate my efforts on recruiting new members – particularly younger and serving ones – and improving communications between branches and the County HQ.  Please remember that communication requires action at both ends; while the County staff will make every effort to pass information to the branches, I ask that you, in return, also communicate freely with them and with all members.

Good luck for 2012; in many areas we have already got off to a good start but let’s continue to strive to improve all aspects of our well-established membership organization.

DAVID DREW

POPPY APPEAL 1 OCTOBER 2011 – 30 SEPTEMBER 2012
As at the 31 January 2012, the County Poppy Appeal has reached £840,942.98 which is in excess of £70,000 more than this date last year.

90th ANNIVERSARY FINAL UPDATE
The sixth and final 90th Anniversary update has been published.  It starts with a message of thanks from our National Chairman which is reproduced here:

From the National Chairman

Our 90th Anniversary celebrations have now drawn to a close, and I can truly say that it has been a marvellous year. Up and down the country, and in many far flung corners of the world, this significant milestone was embraced by our members, staff, supporters, and by the public.  

The results have been outstanding.  Our ambitious financial target for the year was £90 million, one million pounds for each year that The Royal British Legion has been caring for the Armed Forces community.  

I am delighted that the efforts of so many of you, around the world, have helped us to achieve over 90% of that target, ensuring that we can continue to give lifelong care to those who have given so much for their country.

I have had the pleasure of personally attending many 90th Anniversary events, from cathedral concerts to poppy parties, and I have seen for myself not only how hard people have worked to support us, but also how our celebrations have helped to raise public awareness about the work of the Legion. The 90th Anniversary has served as an invaluable springboard for attracting new members, new supporters, new volunteers, new corporate partners, and to increase our engagement with diverse audiences ranging from serving solders through to the teenage attendees at our Youth Conference in Belgium.  

Looking back over the past eventful year, I feel very proud to be part of such a wonderful organisation.  I want to sincerely thank everyone who has supported our 90th Anniversary celebrations.  You have stood ‘Shoulder to shoulder with all who serve’ to ensure that The Royal British Legion can continue to provide welfare, comradeship, representation and Remembrance for the Armed Forces community well into the future.  Thank you.

John Farmer

National Chairman

The Royal British Legion

CASEWORKER AND VISITOR COURSES

Would you or someone you know be interested in training to be a volunteer Legion Welfare Caseworker or Hospital & Housebound Visitor within your community?  Please contact your Branch Welfare Secretary, or the County Welfare Office on 0118 9761551 or berkshire@britishlegion.org.uk to register your interest.  
The courses will be held here in Arborfield on the following dates:

Housebound & Hospital Visitors - 10 March or 28 September 2012

Basic Caseworkers - 23 & 24 April or 29 & 30 September 2012

We will arrange an informal induction when the required Criminal Records Bureau form (CRB) can also be completed.
Posters enclosed for your noticeboard.
2011 BERKSHIRE AND VALE OF WHITE HORSE DVD

The County HQ now has ten copies of a DVD covering the Legion’s activities and services in 2011.  This DVD contains national information supplemented by County statistics and still photography.

Copies of this DVD can be signed out of County HQ for events, presentations etc.  If you require a copy, please contact Lin Jubb (0118 976 1255 or ljubb@britishlegion.org.uk )

LAMBOURN, DEDICATION OF NEW STANDARD

Lambourn Branch will be dedicating their new standard on Sunday 4 March 2012.  The service starts at 2.30 at Lambourn church.  Standard Bearers are to meet at the Lambourn RBL Club 2.00pm to march to the Church.  Return to the Lambourn RBL Club where the old standard will be laid up.
BRANCH BYE-LAWS

New Model Bye-Laws have been amended as per Membership Council recommendations and supersede any previous versions.  A copy was sent out in the January County Circular and an electronic Word version is available from the County Office on request. 

CLUB LICENCE APPLICATIONS

For Branches with Clubs attached, please make sure your club is aware of the following:

The new Club Licence application (C4/C5) needs to be returned direct to Head Office addressed to the Clubs Department.  Applications received within one month of the Club’s AGM will pay the reduced licence fee, those received after one month will pay the full fee. 
WELFARE SCAMS – CASH RELEASED AT BRANCH LEVEL

There has been a recent spate of deception cases in and around the Eastern Counties where Legion Funds have been sought by and in some cases given out to unscrupulous individuals in dubious circumstances.  Please be aware should you be approached in similar circumstances, further information is enclosed.

READING OPERATIC SOCIETY CONCERT 18 FEBRAURY
The Society is offering RBL members a discount on group bookings of 10 or more.  The price is reduced to £5.00 per person.

The concert is at 7.00pm at the Salvation Army Hall, Castle Street, Reading.  Tickets are available from Jean Theobald 0118 9267135.

CALLING ALL GOLFERS

The Drayton Park Golf Club Captain, John Fisher who is the former Secretary of Harwell RBL Club has nominated the Poppy Appeal as his charity of the year.  The Club will be holding a Charity Golf Day on Friday 25 May 2012 in aid of the Poppy Appeal.  Entry fee is £140 per team of 4 with coffee and a bacon roll on arrival, and a two course meal and prizes afterwards.  The application form was sent out in December’s circular; please contact the County Office if you require a copy.
SUPPORT THE RBL IN THE LONDON MARATHON

Simon Graves, the Woodlands Park Standard Bearer, is taking part in the London Marathon in April to raise funds for the Royal British Legion.  He has set up a giving page on Virgin Money for anyone who would like to donate online.  Traditional sponsor forms can be obtained from Simon direct, his email address is: whitewaltham@sdb.odg.org.uk or telephone 01628 828408.
The address to donate online is: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/simongraves1  
FAMILY HOLIDAY AND ADVENTURE BREAK SERVICE

Information is enclosed regarding the Family Holiday and Adventure Breaks Service to eligible families.  The Legion is providing Family Breaks during the school Easter and summer holiday in four RBL Poppy Break Centres at Bridlington, Southport, Weston Super Mare and Portrush Northern Ireland.  It is a 7 day package which includes en suite accommodation, all meals, a programme of activities entertainment and trips to local attractions.  Applicants must meet just one of the criteria stated in the information sheet.

Adventure Breaks are offered to young people aged 8 -17 years old who meet the eligibility criteria.  The breaks are organised and run by experienced Army Welfare Service youth and community workers who aim to provide a challenging range of adventurous activities tailored to the age and abilities of the group.  To ensure this service is Tri-Service we will also be using services provided by Kids group.
Full details are enclosed.  Please pass this on to your Branch Welfare team and any contacts at Service bases near to you.

We have recently set up a Give as you live page, it is a great new way for supporters to raise funds for us at no extra cost or effort.

Why not turn every pound you spend online into a potential donation for The Royal British Legion?

GIVE as you Live and raise money for the RBL
Shop online with thousands of stores and raise money for us with every purchase - at no cost to you.
Give as you Live (http://www.giveasyoulive.com/royalbritishlegion) is an easy way to give - it's free to use and there is no cost involved to the Legion.
Shop online and Give as you Live retailers will donate a percentage of each purchase made to us. The average retailer will donate 2.5% of each purchase.  
How does it work?
Sign-up with Give as you Live, download the software/plug-in, then shop as you would normally.

When you have downloaded the Give as You Live software, your computer will remember that you have signed up to the scheme every time you visit a partner website. If you are a regular shopper, you could raise hundreds of pounds for us!

20% GARAGE SERVICING DISCOUNT FOR MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Hopkinson’s Garage kindly looked at the Country trailer free of charge to ensure it was roadworthy.  In return we agreed to include this article in the circular.

Hopkinson’s Garage Ltd, at Eversley on the A327, are offering a 20% discount to members of the Royal British Legion and/or ex-Service personnel on all services including: MOT testing, servicing and repairs of all makes and models.  There is also free collection and delivery within a 5 miles radius and a courtesy car is available, subject to booking.
To take advantage of this special offer, contact:  Hopkinson’s Garage Ltd, 12 Reading Road, Eversley RG27 0RP.  Tel: 0118 973 2177 or 07786005605.

	Branch Enclosures:

· Poppy News
· Standard Bearer Drills
· Poppy Adventure Breaks
· Caseworker and Visitor Course posters
· Welfare Scams (for printed copies only, already sent electronically)


	Jennifer Strange, County Secretary

T: 0118 976 1255  

E: jstrange@britishlegion.org.uk
Lin Jubb, CM Assistant 

E: ljubb@britishlegion.org.uk

	Mark Weldon, County Manager

T: 0118 976 0258

E: mweldon@britishlegion.org.uk

	Welfare Team 

T: 0118 976 1551

E: berkshire@britishlegion.org.uk


	Francesca Yates (CFR - Tues & Weds only) T: 07776 458447 E: fyates@britishlegion.org.uk
County HQ fax: 020 3207 2470


All commercial advertisements appearing in the County Circular are offered without favour or prejudice.  The County HQ accepts no liability for the success or otherwise of subsequent business.

NOTICE BOARD

2012 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	February
	11
	Regional Indoor Sports Competition
	Tilehurst RBL Club

	
	12
	Regional Standard Bearers Competition
	Cobham Village Hall 10am 

	March
	4
	Lambourn Dedication of New Standard
	Lambourn RBL Club

	May
	5
	Concert by RBL Central Band
	St Georges Chapel, Windsor Castle

	
	10-13
	Diamond Jubilee Pageant and Royal Windsor Horse Show (from 9 May)

	Home Park, Windsor

	
	13
	Poppy Walk
	Harwell RBL Club

	
	25
	Charity Golf Day
	Drayton Park Golf Club

	June
	8 – 10
	Beale Park Boat Show
	Beale Park, Lower Basildon

	
	24
	County Armed Forces’ Day Parade
	Newbury 

	
	30
	Armed Forces’ Day, countrywide
	

	September
	15-16
	Berkshire County Show
	Newbury Showground

	
	30
	Around the Edge walk
	County’s perimeter

	October
	27
	Armed Forces’ Raceday
	Newbury Racecourse

	November
	3
	Concert and Festival of Remembrance
	Bearwood College, Winnersh

	
	11
	Remembrance Sunday
	


GROUP MEETINGS – 2012 All start at 8.00pm unless otherwise advised

	Group 112
	West Berks
	
	May
	tbc

	Group 116
	Vale of White Horse
	
	tbc
	


STANDARD BEARER DRILLS – 10AM AT TILEHURST RBL CLUB, DOWNING ROAD.

	1 and 22 April
	5 and 19 August

	6 and 27 May
	2, 16 and 30 September

	10 and 17 June
	7 October 

	1 and 22 July
	


Standard Bearers Competition

Sunday 14 October at Hungerford Town Hall, starts 10am, doors open 8.30am.[image: image1.png]
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