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	POPPY NEWS

   in Berkshire
February 2012


Happy New Year to you all.
Part One Statements for Aylesford.

There are still a few of you who have not returned your part 1 paperwork to Aylesford. As you know these reports are a legal requirement for our collecting permits and late returns caused Nick some real problems last year! If you have any problems, concerns or questions concerning this paperwork, please do let me know and I will happily come out and help you with it.
Assistant / Deputy PAOs
I am very aware that many of you are becoming more and more stretched with Poppy Appeal and the workload is ever increasing! During 2012 I would like to continue my quest to recruit new volunteers, but I would also like to look in to creating ‘Assistant PAO’ positions in some areas and even recruiting additional PAOs in some larger areas so those areas can be split. If you have any local volunteers who you think may be able to do this, perhaps you could have a chat with them and see how they feel! Or do let me know and I would willing come out and meet with them and talk things through. 

PAO Visits and Volunteer Recruitment

I am currently making appointments to come out and visit as many PAOs as I can. My aim is to discuss your local appeal, talk about volunteers and generally see where we can offer more support. If you would like to make sure I definitely visit you then please do contact me on my mobile or my email and we can arrange this.

Poppy Walk 13th May 2012 - Walkers
Our annual Poppy Walk is booked again at the Harwell RBL Club. Please do promote the event around your area and attract as many walkers as possible. Posters, sponsorship forms and letters are available for me if you require them. Also, if you have any local cadet groups that you believe may be interested, do let me know. We do mail most of the local units but there may be some we have missed you could take part in the walk yourself, perhaps with family and friends, or fellow branch members, and raise sponsorship fro your Poppy Appeal. If you require any further information on the Poppy walk, or wish to discuss any of these things, please do give me a call or drop me an email.

Poppy Walk 13th May 2012 – Volunteers

We need people who can assist us on the day. For the check in areas I need volunteers who can help from 8am to 10.30am. For checkpoint areas I need volunteers from 10am to 2pm. If you can help, or maybe know someone who can, please do let le know.
Charity Golf Day – 25th May 2012.
I have sent these details to you separately, but would just like to highlight them again. A new Captain takes over Drayton Park Golf Club in March 2012 to March 2013 and he is making the RBL Harwell Poppy Appeal his charity of the year. As part of his year of fundraising for the Poppy Appeal, he is hosting a Charity Golf Day on 25 May. He would like to welcome any RBL teams that would like to participate. It would be great if we could have 1 or 2 teams of RBL golfers at this event.  If you require more details please do let me know.
Update on Around the Edge Walk.
In October we held a County boundaries walk which many PAOs and branches participated in. I am still waiting for 2 branches to get back to me with the total sponsorship they raised, but the figure from everyone else currently stands at a very impressive £8,141.32!

Poppy Forum & Supporters Day 2012.

I am giving some thought to the Poppy Forum day that I want to hold this year. Firstly I would like to open it up to be a ‘Poppy Supporters Day’ and include everyone who supports the Poppy Appeal in Berkshire & The Vale including all PAOs, volunteers and case workers. Secondly I would like to hold the event at an interesting location, perhaps a stately home, a National Trust place or some lovely gardens.  If you have any ideas for a good venue, please do let me know, all ideas gratefully received,
Concert at St George’s in Windsor – 3rd May 2012

This concert is being organised by RBL Head Office. The Central Band will be performing 60 glorious years of music.  There are 300 tickets for the concert and 150 tickets for the reception afterwards. Ticket prices are £60 for concert and reception, £30 for concert only. I will share more details as I receive them.
Guest Speaker Needed.

At the Poppy Presentation Evening in September we had a guest speaker for the first time. The feedback I have received from everyone on this has been very positive and I would like to do the same this year. If you have any ideas of someone that you think would be a good speaker to have, please do let me know and I will certainly contact them to see if they would be able to do it.
News From PAOs around the County.

Cranbourne & Winfield Branch – Well done & thank you to Mr Bill Friar and Mr Fred Cox, who collected £6,100 between them at Tesco’s in Warfield as part of the Cranbourne Poppy Appeal collection.  

Caversham - Well done & thank you to Caversham volunteer Marion Laye who has just received her 20year pin and is 94 years young! She collected an astonishing £1,700 alone this year.

If you have any news you would like to share, please do let me know and I will happily include it in the Poppy News.

Skydives

Don’t forget that we are looking for hundreds of adventurous volunteers to make a fundraising parachute jump, and if they raise enough in sponsorship they will get to jump for FREE! It’s simple to take part - No experience is necessary as all training is given. So, if you would like to make a thrilling skydive from 10,000 feet or an exhilarating solo jump from up to 3,000 feet, or you know someone who would, give us a call at the office on 0118 9761255 - we will send you a full information pack and everything you need to take part in the experience of a lifetime. Posters are also available if you would like some to promote this idea around your area!

Dates for your diary:

13th May 

Poppy Walk

25th May

Charity Golf Day at Drayton Park Golf Club

24th September
County Annual Poppy Presentation & Awards Evening

30th September
Around the Edge Sponsored walk

27th October

County Poppy Appeal Launch at Newbury Racecourse

	
	2011/12 YTD
	Same Period 2010/11
	2010/11 TOTAL



	National
	£35,189,845.84
	£33,061,196.20
	£36,728,423.32

	Berkshire
	£     838,294.72

	£     780,424.02

	£     882,482.89


Francesca Yates – Community Fundraiser (Berkshire) 0118 9761255  or   07776 458447  fyates@britishlegion.org.uk
Don’t forget we are on facebook!  www.facebook.com Berkshire PoppyAppeal
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