
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Second edition of the County Newsletter 2011 
 

County President:  Jack Ford.   County Chairman:   Alan Higbee. MBE.   County Vice Chairman:  Harold Milner.  
 County Secretary:  Kimberley Thornton.   County Treasurer : Valda Eldin.     Community Fundraiser : Liz Hughes 

County Manager:  Chris Cunningham   County Welfare Officer : Beverley Davies.   
County Welfare Officer:  Ian Poole     County Managers Assistant:  Louise Beilby.    

County PA Co-ordinator:  Ernie Oldfield .     County Standard Bearer:  Barry Moody 
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From the County Chairman:��������
 

As hard as we try and improve communications between County and Branches, it is still proving an uphill 
climb.   We communicate, but very little comes back, consequently trying to find copy for the second edition of 
the County Newsletter has been hard work for Kimberley.   Apart from a few snippets from some branches, we 
have had to go out to find copy.   I know that there are some events in the pipeline out there, PLEASE 
SOMEBODY let us have details so we can publicise them.   
  
The Membership Council has approved the plan to amalgamated North and East Yorkshire Counties.   A small 
steering committee comprising members of the executives from both counties has been set up.   Their first 
meeting was on Saturday 10th April.   Further meetings are to be held on 7th May and 7th June.   There will be a 
Special Joint General Meeting of both Counties to elect a County Chairman, Officers and Executive members, 
on Saturday 23rd July 2011, at the Easingwold.   Kimberley will be sending out details and nomination forms to 
branches.   It is hoped that the new County and Youth Standards will be dedicated in time for the SGM, so they 
can be presented.   Those elected will serve until the first County Conference, which will be held January 2012, 
when a Chairman and Officers will be elected for a three-year period.   The Executive Committee will be 
elected, serving in the first instance for periods three, two and one year.   The number of individual votes cast 
for each person will determine the respective terms.     
 
Arrangements for 90th Anniversary events being arranged by the County are well in advance.   With regard to 
the 90th Anniversary Parade & Service, on the 15th May, at Beverley Minster, it is essential, so seating 
arrangements can be finalised, that branch secretaries inform us if their standard bearer is attending, also, if 
possible the number of branch members who will be coming along.   Details are given within this newsletter of 
all our events and� further details will be sent out to branches.   Considerable work has and is still being put into 
these events, we are receiving considerable support from the military within the county, so please make a note of 
the dates and venues and turn out in force. 
����
Best wishes to you all.   
 �����������	
�����
���  
 

Your County Committee  
 

Russell Smith, Market Weighton;   John Forrester,  (CWAC Secretary) Driffield;   Jim Hansford,  (Chairman CWAC) South Cave; 
Ken Green, Patrington;   Eddie Large,  (County Parade Marshall/Youth Officer) Bilton;   David Poole, Beverley;   Jean Oldfield, 

Chairman Women’s Section;  WO2 Geoff Horton “B” Co Cadet Force Rep;  “A” Co Cadet Force Rep, 
Barry Moody Bridlington; Alex Morriss  Bridlington 
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"Alderson House welcomed members of the Bridlington Branch 
TRBL on Sunday 13th March 2011 to witness the unveiling of 
their new bar bell.  Thanks to a very generous legacy from Mr 
Albert Higgins (RN), who was a member of the Bridlington 
Branch and a large donation from the members of Chesterfield 
Branch, Alderson House has a wonderful new bar facility for 
their guests to enjoy". 
 
As a way of showing their appreciation the new bar bell was 
inscribed with their names, and hangs proudly in the Alderson 
House bar area. 
 



WILLERBY KIRK ELLA & ANLABY BRANCH  

�����#�������1��)���$������>�����"����1����������� ���������	���������8 �������������������'���������� 
����#�������
���)����������.)���� ��� ����������� �������#���������7 �����������'���2�1���	�!�1���

� ���>����C�1�)��
�D72�
,����

���
�D���������)���
���"����
2�
������������ ��!������&������
�"����	��
������	��"�����������/)� �
���������
8 ���1������
�����������'����������
����#���!������ ��"����	�����#����������"���
�&��
������	������,�)� ���,�������2�
���1����
�#	�����4�����"��"����	�������#������)
�
� ���
������������������!��-����&�����������������	�� 
�����
������
�"����	���	������0����)
!�/����)������������ �������������������
�&���
������������������������� ��������� �7<��
56��E72� �	�
�������

��
 ����	���C� E86����< �5�����:������������������������ 9F�������!��!)� �
�

SOUTH CAVE 
8 �� �1������
����,�)�����������2�1������,�)���2��C�6&�! ��)
���	���1�����������������������������
�
"������!�
 

DRIFFIELD BRANCH  
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BRIDLINGTON RALLY  
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The price of Gold Badges has 
risen to £168.00 per Badge due to 
the increased cost of gold 
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Defence School of Transport – Normandy Barracks, Leconfield 
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Alderson House  Activities and Events 2011 
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STOP PRESS 
 

Poppy Appeal Total as @ 15th April 2011 

£34,131,954.56 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

AUGUST 

  

 

MAY 

1-2 Driffield Kite Fair 
4           East Yorkshire County Exec Meeting – York Office 
4-5 Independent Examiners Course – South Wales 
6 Independent Examiners Refresher Course – South Wales 
7           North Yorkshire County Exec Meeting – York Office 
7          1400hrs Joint Counties Steering Group – York 
10         2000hrs Wine & Cheese Alderson House.  
15 East Riding 90th Anniversary Parade & Service Beverley Minster. 1300hrs 
15 Kirkbymoorside 90th Anniversary Celebrations, Memorial hall, 7:30pm.  Town Brass Band and Songs of 

Reflection., Tickets £5.00. Tel: 01751 431471   
21-22 National Conference, Telford 
 

JUNE 

1           Regional Meeting County Chairman – Leeds Office  
4 90th Anniversary Driffield Branch Dance & Social Evening, Old Town Hall, Bell Hotel, Driffield 

Tickets £6.00 each or £12.00 to include Pea & Pie Supper, Further information from J Forrester 01377 256762 
4           1100 – 1500 Fund Raising band performance Princes Quay 
7           Joint Counties Steering Group – York Office 
11         1100 – 1500 Fund Raising band performance – Princes Quay Hull     
11 Willerby Kirk Ella & Anlaby Branch are holding their Annual Garden Party with Afternoon Tea to celebrate 

the 90th Birthday of the Royal British Legion on Saturday 11th June 2011 1pm to 4pm in the garden of 401 
Beverley Road, Anlaby. Admission Price: Adults £4, Concessions £2 to include sandwiches, scone and drink.  
The proceeds will be shared between Branch Funds and the 90th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion. 
There will be Long Service awards presented by the County Chairman, Mr Alan Higbee MBE and we will be 
having various stalls and entertainment. For further info contact the Branch Secretary on 01482 652274, After 
6pm please  Mobile: 07951 218026 or e-mail her at heatherroe123@hotmail.co.uk 

11 Alderson House Garden Party: 2 – 5 pm.  Poppy Party Weekend, with a 40’s to present day theme.  Various 
events throughout the day.  Further info Anna Roseby 01262 408010 

18 90th Anniversary Dinner at Londesborough Barracks Hull.  
20 Redcar branch holding a flag raising for Armed Forces week at 10,30am Monday 20th June 
25        1100 – 1500 Fund raising band performance – Princes Quay Hull   
25 Redcar branch holding a full day of events including march on of Standards and veterans, drill  

displays and competition from the three local cadets forces, adets dancing the Hornpipe, air display along the 
beach area by a Tiger Moth by-plane plus other things. Full details when available 

25-26 National Bowls Final – Melton Mowbray 
26 South Cave 90th Anniversary Church Service, All St Church, 2:15pm. Music by TA Band and all Standard 

Bearers welcome. 

JULY 

3 Armed Forces Day Beverley 
3 Thirsk 90th Anniversary Parade and Church Service. Assemble in the Marage 1230hrs, Parade 1300hrs, 

Church Service 1330hrs followed by refreshments in Thirsk Club at approx. 1430hrs 
5 Haltemprice Group Meeting Driffield. 1930hrs 
8 Independent Examiners Refresher Course – York 
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9          1100 – 1500 Fund raising band performance – Princes Quay Hull  
9-10 Independent Examiners Course - York 
12-14 Great Yorkshire Show 
15 90th Anniversary Concert Hull City Hall., 1930hrs 
23        1100 hrs SGM Counties Amalgamation Galtres Centre Easingwold. 
 
AUGUST 
13-14 Driffield Steam Rally 
 
SEPTEMBER 
2-4 County Training Officers Course – Haigh House 
2-4        Bridlington Rally Spa Bridlington 
3 Northern Regional Bowls – Location TBC 
6-7 Independent Examiners Course – Haigh House 
8 Independent Examiners Refresher Course – Haigh House 
16-18 Bridlington Rally    
20        RBL Anniversary Service Westminster Abbey.  
23-24 National Chairman's Seminar Staverton Park 
23-25 Standard Bearers Judges Course – Hermitage 
24-25  Basic Welfare Caseworker Training Course - York 
 
OCTOBER 
1 Northern Regional Games – Location TBC 
4 Haltemprice Group AGM, Market Weighton 
7 Qualified Panel Members Refresher Course – Haigh House 
8-9 Qualified Panel Members Course – Haigh House 
 
NOVEMBER 
11 Festival of Remembrance, Hull City Hall, awaiting further info 
26 Alderson House 90th Poppy Ball: The Revelstoke Hotel, Bridlington, Tickets £30 each.  Three course dinner, 

live music & dancing, Further info Alderson House 01262 408010 
 
IF YOU HAVE A LOCAL EVENT, PLEASE LET THE COUNTY SE CRETARY KNOW IN ORDER 

TO INCLUDE IT IN THE EVENTS DIARY 
 
This Diary of Events is up-dated regularly and any items of interest to the Ex-Service Community are 
welcome.   It is circulated to all Branches within the County and to other Service Associations on request to 
the County Secretary.   Entries are welcome and should be addressed to the County Secretary, at the address 
below, preferably in writing, or e-mail:  kthornton@britishlegion.org.uk  
 

The East Riding County Website and the North Yorkshire County Website can be accessed through 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL MEMBERSHIP, PROPERTY, DISCIPLI NARY ETC. ENQUIRIES 

SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO- 
 

COUNTY SECRETARY,  
KIMBERLEY THORNTON 

GROUND FLOOR, UNIT 4, TRIUNE COURT 
MONKS CROSS DRIVE,  

HUNTINGTON, 
YORK, YO32 9GZ 

TEL: 01904 550577     IFAX: 0203 2072456 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER 
LIZ HUGHES 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am very much looking forward to the 90th Anniversary March in Beverley on 15th May, to the 90th 
Anniversary Celebration Dinner at Londesborough Barracks on 18th June and to the celebration of 90 Years 
of Music at Hull City Hall on 15th July. I am certain that through this wonderful variety of events, the East 
Ridings has ensured that all people across the generations will be able to commemorate our 90th Anniversary, 
whilst offering us the added opportunity to raise the funds which we need to continue our welfare work in 
support of the serving and ex-service community and their families.  
 
The official weekend of the 90th Anniversary is the The Poppy Party Weekend 10th -12th June. Why not have 
a simple party to celebrate our 90th anniversary. Invite your branch, your family or friends?  
You could ask them all to bring food and drink that could be shared to keep costs down and cut down the 
work involved. You can register your party at www.thegreatpoppypartyweekend.org.uk or over the phone on 
01722 714 937.  
 
As part of The Great Poppy Party Weekend, the Royal British Legion would like to ask all of our members 
and supporters to stand and raise a glass at 4pm on Sunday 12th June 2011 in national 'Toast' to The Royal 
British Legion’s 90th Anniversary. The glass could be filled with a soft drink, wine or beer, to enable people 
of all ages to take part in this unique aspect of this event. This 'Toast' has the possibility of involving 
hundreds of thousands of people throughout the United Kingdom in a simple way of acknowledging the 
wonderful work undertaken by The Royal British Legion, so I do hope that you will encourage all your 
family and friends to take part.  
 
The East Ridings Poppy Appeal total is now at £296,293.41, which is nearly 10% more than the total for last 
year – with more money still being paid in! This is an amazing achievement in these times of national 
financial difficulty and due to the wonderful support and commitment of the members and volunteers in the 
East Ridings. 
 
If you have any events planned or any ideas for fundraising, please do contact me at County Office on 01904 
550576, on my mobile 07827 356709 or by email ehughes@britishlegion.org.uk  
I do hope to hear from you in the near future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was delighted to take the opportunity offered to me by the 
County Chairman, Alan Higbee, to introduce myself in the 
newsletter for the East Ridings of Yorkshire. I have recently 
taken up the post of Community Fundraiser for the East 
Ridings of Yorkshire, having spent a year as the Community 
Fundraiser for Lancashire. My role is to support any 
volunteer who is involved in the Poppy Appeal and further 
fundraising for the Royal British Legion. As this is our 90th 
Anniversary year, there are more events�being organised than 
ever before. I am constantly amazed and humbled by the time 
given and dedication shown by all of you, active and 
inspirational, RBL members. I am able to provide items to�
support an event, assist with publicity or can put you in touch 
with your local Poppy Appeal Organiser who will be able to 
offer help and advice.�
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT ”!!!!!!!! 
 

 

Life isn't how to survive the storm but how to dance in the rain 
 
 

Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work and driving through 
traffic in a car that you are still paying for - in order to get to the job that you 

need to pay for the clothes and the car, and the house you leave vacant all day so 
you can afford to live in it 

BRANCH ACCOUNTS 
�
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