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LEST WE FORGET

The following members have passed on since ouNesgtsletter

Reverend B Foulger Padre & Member, Sittingbourne
Mr H Sharman President, West Kingsdown
Mr C Gunther Vice Chairman, Pluckley & Little Char

BRANCH SECRETARIES: PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS INTHIS MONTHLY
CIRCULAR SHOULD FORM PART OF YOUR REPORT

YOUR NEW COUNTY SECRETARY - TONY WEST

You'll all be sorry to hear that Pat Cox has figaktired after nine years as your County Secretary
and | have taken over the role. Pat reckons Ittalle me about a year to learn the job so please b
gentle with me. | have had a number of e-mail ehelbhone messages and there have been a few
with just a name. You'll appreciate it will takeensome time to get to know you so in your
messages, in whatever form, please give me youengoar branch and what office you hold.

Also a lot of my time is currently involved in leang the job, going through files and manuals and
basically bringing myself up to date with what'srggpon. Could | therefore ask that you be patient
if I do not respond to your queries etc immediateAt times | may have to ignore the phone so
please leave a message and | will get back to ydttmails are my preferred method of
communication.

As part of my education, | hope to visit all thellws in my first few months here as | need to be
enlightened in all matters concerning clubs andgeries. Hopefully I'll be accompanied by the
Clubs Business Advisor, Nicola Reeves, and getdetraarious members of the Club Committees.
I will make contact through each club chairmanemrstary to arrange suitable dates.

COUNTY CONFERENCE

The 87" County Conference took place at Headcorn Villagdl bh Saturday 6th February, having
been postponed from its earlier date due to inaemesather, and our guest speakers was Miss
Anne Widdecombe MP, President of the Kent Countyn&ies’ Section.

Mr Austin Walker was elected County Chairman and Mchael Goodwin was elected County
Vice Chairman. Mr Keith Atkinson, Mr Ray Mann ahtt Viv Oakley were elected to the County
Committee.



I enclose a list of the County Officers, Committe the Sub-Committees appointed at the County
Committee meeting following the County Conference.

Our thanks go to all those involved in the orgarlgsand setting up of the venue and to the members
and branches who donated prizes for the raffle lwhatcsed £266 for the Poppy Appeal.

Presentation of Trophies and Awards

Newport Cup Staplehurst Branch

Moore Trophy Birchington Branch

Penfield Salver Trophy Group 2

The Skinner Rose Bowl Bill Hatch & Vivienne Grové4aidstone
Brian Lyons Shield Derek and Janet Nastaly, RBlage
Mungeam Cup Richard Bunyan, Sevenoaks
1945-1995 Anniversary Shield John Walker, PaddodotlV
Banger Cup David McQuarrie, Seal

John Partridge Shield Norman Williams, Sittingbaurn
Charles Stevens Trophy Mrs Violet Charters, Swanley
Tom Asprey Cup Swanley Branch

Tom Styles Shield Tonbridge RBL Club

COUNTY CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS

I wish to thank all who attended Conference thiaryend | congratulate all who received Trophies
and awards.

| hear a lot of complaints on how the Legion isgessing and changes that are being made. Come
on Branches, put your concerns into a Motion sm@it be discussed and then possibly be taken on
to the National Conference.

As | stated on Saturday at Conference we do nd@uabécity Officer. This is most important with
the R.B.L 90th Anniversary next year. If you oruydBranch knows of anyone who might be
willing to take on this role please let County knagvsoon as possible.

The Groups that are not active | ask you to thig&im If you have a Group representative who is
not on the County Committee | am looking into Cdhogp them on. This will help with
communications and give more say to the Membershighat is happening in our County.

I would also like to inform you that the 2009 Featiof Remembrance at Margate resulted in a
donation of £2,500 being made to the Poppy Appedhe 22nd of February.

Let’'s hope we have a good year in Kent this year.

Austin Walker
County Chairman



REGIONAL STANDARD BEARERS’' COMPETITION

Congratulation are due to Richard Bunyon, the Cp@tandard Bearer, for coming 2nd, behind
Surrey County, in the South East Region Standaedds’ Competition held at Cobham, Surrey on
14th February.

MS4 APPLICATIONS

All Secretaries and Membership Secretaries shanid sheir completed MS4s to County Office as
soon as they have been processed and certainiywitimonth. | have just received a whole load of
applications from a Branch, one of which was sigbhgdhe applicant back in May 2009. This

really is unacceptable. If someone pays their maogoin the Legion they expect to receive their
membership card within a reasonable period, esiheditheir branch has a club associated with it.

You should all be aware that, in accordance withléttest version of the Royal Charter, Version 6,
there is no longer a requirement for new membeiisai®e a proposer nor do they have to appear
before the Branch Committee. | know a lot of brescare not happy with these changes but they
will be discussed at regional level in the neanfetand the outcome sent to Head Office.

By the way, the latest version of the applicatiomf is MS4/09 which omits the proposer and also
amends the ages of Youth Members. Versions 6ad78aare still acceptable but nothing earlier
than these can be accepted due to data proteates r

GIFT AID

When submitting your MS4s, please encourage younimees to tick the Gift Aid box at Section B.
Simply ticking means that, providing the membea idK tax payer, the Legion can recover money
from the taxmarat no cost to the member The rate at the moment stands at 28p in thegean
every £11 affiliation fee could be worth and aduial £3.08. If all members ‘ticked the box’ the
affiliation fee would remain at £11 for quite a noen of years.Tick the box - it costs nothing.

CLUB LICENCE APPLICATIONS

For Branches with associated Clubs, please camgmind the Club Committee of the deadline for
the submission of the RBL Club Licence applicatioi€County Office - it is 1st March 2010

MS1 FORMS & BRANCH ACCOUNTS

Thank you to all the branches who have sent i thetounts and MS1 forms. There are still a few
branches with returns outstanding so if you arerfipgroblems in this area then please contact me
as soon as possible. Those branches with rettilnsusstanding are:

Ashford - R&P
Borstal MS1 -
Cranbrook - R&P
Greenhithe & Swanscombe MS1 and R&P
Hildenborough - R&P
Minster & Monkton MS1 -
Ramsgate MS1 -
Sittingbourne & Milton Regis MS1 -

St Margaret at Cliffe MS1 -

Woodchurch MS1 -



CARD RETURNS

A number of branches sent their card returns taCihventy Office, some with Form MS6 and some
without, rather than direct to CDI as indicatedtbe form. Secretaries/Membership Secretaries
should be aware that onward posting just delayedathival date at CDI and, in the case of those
received at this office at the end of January, reetlvat branches will not receive credit for
unwanted cards which were to be at CDI by 1st Fatyru

AWARDS

A fresh plea from a new face — please don’t waiil ir or Mrs So&So is on their death bed before
awarding them a certificate. If you have an offioe member of your committee who has worked
hard for five or more years, award them a BrancHif@ate — available from Supplies on 01622
717202. If they have done 10 years without an dwsttame on you! Get that Branch Certificate
straight away and then ensure that you use the formapplying for County Certificate that is
enclosed with this letter. If it's missing therease phone me at County Office.

WHAT THE RBL IS ALL ABOUT!

Would you be kind enough pass on my thanks of éosibk visitors at the Gillingham branch who
recently visited a relative of mine, a WW2 veteranhospital. | believe one of them was the PAO
for the branch. In doing so they demonstratedreason for doing what we do.

Many thanks.

Peter Gipson.

Branch Sec. Bacton & District, Suffolk.

CORRESPONDING WITH HEAD OFFICE

There have been a few instances where branchesvndtten to the National Officers with a
comment, a complaint or a request which has themeadown, through the appropriate channels, to
the County Office for us to respond. Please sulahitorrespondence through this office and,
where necessary, we will pass it to the approppatson or department up the chain.

TELEPHONE
I'm sorry if you thought the phone was being igbfeom 15th December until 5th January; it
wasn’t. There was a fault on the line and we loaddit until BT fixed it

RIDERS BRANCH

The local sector of the RBL Riders Branch is logkiar Clubs or Branches to host them during the
year. Being a true Branch they like to hold regufeetings and would like to be able to use local
Clubs for this. Greenhithe & Swanscombe and Gilisng have already hosted them. What they
would like is to mix and meet with local Branch &b Chairmen and other members so that they
are more accepted in the Legion Community. Theyadso willing to assist any Branch or Club
with events, Poppy collecting or in any way necgss&or more details ring Jae on 07980 840931.
Incidentally both their Chairman and Vice Chairnaaia serving soldiers!

MUSIC LICENCE

Clubs, as your know, have to have a music liceRgd_(PRS) as non profit and not charity but up
until now Charities have been exempt. However fAgonl 2010 this will change and may have an

impact on Branches who have a property without sso@ated Club, especially if they hold an

occasional event, including at Remembrancetides chtanges include an event in a building owned
by a charity and a Charity shop where the volustdisten to the music in the background. For
further information see the link belovinttp://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/dontstopthemusic




ROBERT WOLFE CONCERT

Speaking of music, the Robert Wolfe Concert talasepat the Kings Hall, Herne Bay on Sunday
7th March at 2.30. Tickets at £7 each are aval&ioim 01622 843000 with a share of the proceeds
going to the Poppy Appeal. To book a seat on thecle and find out about the Fish & Chip
Restaurant stop, please contact the County Presid@mn Partridge MBE, on the above number.
Pick up is in the RBL Village.

REQUEST

My name is Leo Owen and | am trying to find a ceuplarried in the aftermath of the war. | am a
journalism student and finish my course soon. viehstarted to try to sell some of my articles and
ideas to magazines and | had an idea for a featuodving interviewing people who were married
in the aftermath of the war to understand what asvike. | have interviewed two ladies, a
gentleman and a couple who were married duringtthie but the magazine that showed some
interest in my idea wants me to find a couple whevenmarried during that time for around £5 (the
amount can be a little more or less) and are bulthtagether today. Unfortunately none of the
people who kindly let me interview them match btitese requirements. | have found it very hard
finding a couple who are both still together todagre married for around £5 AND are willing to
be featured in a magazine. | wondered if you arryeaders can help. If anyone can help then | can
either be contacted at this e-mail addréssebowen@gmail.copror on 07527 873764. Thank you
so much for your time.

BRANCH DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS

Brabourne & Smeeth Orpington
Fordcombe Rochester & Strood
Goudhurst Seal

Horton Kirby & South Darenth Sevenoaks
Kemsing Smarden

Knockholt Westerham

Minster & Monkton

Standard Bearers assembled for the funeral of Tomt@les

RIFLEMAN PETER ALDRIDGE

The funeral of Rifleman Aldridge of 4th Battaliomd Rifles, who was killed in Afghanistan on
22nd January, took place on Thursday 11th Feb2@t® at The Holy Trinity Church in
Folkestone. Some parts of East Kent were cutyfnow that day so thanks are due to all those
who were able to make it, despite the very shaiitapand help provide a fitting farewell.




IN MEMORIUM
Donations have been received in memory of:

Mr Dereck Johnson

Mr Derek Knight

Mrs Ruby Miles

Mr Cyril Frank WilliamWheeler
Mr Percival John Allen

Mr David Richard Sanger

Mr Barry Cole

Pictures from the Carol Service —a good time was lagby all —including the Riders Branch



CLUB PAGE

CONGRATULATIONS!
Hawkhurst Club have beaten all records — theirhgeeApplication form was on my desk BEFORE
Christmas!!

Gambling Act 2005 | mentioned this before. If you have fruit maws, you should have Club
Gaming Machine Permit which replaced the part 3stegion from the local council. The Permit's
evolved from the 2005 Gambling Act and had the sarpery date as the part 3 registration if you
see what | mean. Nowou will need to apply for a renewal before the expy date of the
converted permit. If you do this before the application is made thebGvill qualify automatically
with no issue.But you must submit your application before the expy of the existing permit.

So the moral is to check your present registratientificate and its expiry date and renew in good
time. | have got hold of an application form armeh dorward one if necessary, by snail mail. | tdon'
have a connected scanner I'm afraid.

PAYE: Since August amended PAYE Regulations came intoeforlf you have less than 50
employees you have to file their Employer AnnuakuRes (P35 and P14) online. Something
perhaps for your accountant/payroll person to a@atdl. From May 2010 you will have to pay
PAYE due each month, on time and in fulll Also lore filing for PAYE will be mandatory
(P45/46) will be mandatory from 6th April, 2011. ol can check this information at
www.hmrc.gov.uk

VAT & Excise: Well whatever spin you put on this following tRee-Budget Report, VAT will
rise to 17.5% on January 1st. | have explainedreat detail the cost implications of this. It
equates to the loss of around 1.5p per pint inifprdfassume excise duty will rise in the budget
again by around 1.5p per pint, and brewery prieteves of about 3% are in the offing. As for the
future well who knows? As | said who knows. Wed#o deal in fact at present. One item on a
personal note is on 28th December or around thiéngotir car up with petrol! As the VAT rise

will mean a 2.5p per litre rise in petrol on 1st Jauary. Double order pre-Christmas to take
advantage of cheaper VAT, or a little trip to tlaslke and carry perhaps. Your call!

VAT: From April 2010,if your Club turnover is greater than £100,000 perannum you will
have to file and pay your VAT return online. If it is below this figure, you will still be &b to
use paper and pencil until at least April 2012rsBweally, | would look to file on-line as soon ds.
looked at the website and it does appear safe!

Insurance: A couple of items for you. Now hopefully your silill be ringing nicely in the next
few weeks as Christmas comes by. Blease please pleadme careful with your cash handling and
movements. It is fact that Clubs and village palestargeted by robbers especially at this time of
year. Some of this may sound patronising, but laolanking more often (small amounts) vary the
times you go to the banBO NOT GO ALONE, whoever goes to the bank, keep your eye on
anyone who may be around the Club if you don'tgate them and DO NOT be afraid to call the
police in these circumstances. Inside, of couds®'t do the banking preparation overtly in the
Club and check your cash limit on your insuranckcpo If you are over this, then you are in breach
and the insurer's are not liable to pay out shéldunthinkable occurPlease don't keep large
amounts of cash on site Also check you have police cover in case of breaknd the alarm going
off. If it has been withdrawn due to false alartisggen you MUST tell your insurers because
otherwise your insurance could be invalidated. dime you have your own procedures as well, but
please be careful.



Insurance: Thank you to Russell, at Gt. Wakering way foreadis on this one. Maybe important at
this time of year, if you have a few extra acts loat also at other times. Their insurance policy
requires that any group who performs in the QUBST have their own public liability insurance.
Something to check please. In reality it is beatfice. Also and | know this is pedantic, but you
really should insist on a risk assessment on embents equipment. For example, amplifiers
correctly PAT tested, all lead wires tapped dowd artrip hazard negated and so on. Also, and
under no circumstances should entertainers be dpziok of house. | stayed in a hotel in Blackpool
recently and saw an entertainer actually behindbtregetting her money!!! On a similar track an
RBL Club had an incident with draymen in a celfgwssibly up to no-good. This may be a fact of
life, but draymen should not really be on your campproperty as there is an insurance issue and
certainly not unsupervised. | know some of youehavocal arrangement to put deliveries in lock-
ups and so on, again a fact of life, but do giverdion to this issue!

Utility Direct Debit: At a Club a while ago, | saw the Club was in cregdlitheelectric supplier by
£1,500 and on a direct debit which was seeing thaynaround £125 over their use (from checking
other bills). That money is actually your moneydamhilst a DD like this spreads the risk of
receiving a nasty bill, it should be closer to f6rhaps with a small credit. | advised the Club to
reschedule the amount it pays each month! It [ddke the Club was using this electric supplier as
their bank without knowing about it!

Identity Theft: Use this if you will, but you can personally regisatwww.identitytheft.org.uk
and then get tips and information on identity ttaeftl fraud. It is a free system to activate.

Gambling/Bingo: A Club recently asked if children could play bingbresearched this and have
come to theconclusionthat children playing bingo with their parents egjretfully gambling rather
than a family activity. Perhaps a bit sad, bus ikithe interpretation from the Gambling Act. &ls
to re-confirm, bingo should be open to paid up memsland bona-fide guests only, and cost not
more than £1 per day per person to play, or £3 evtiex Club has a Club gaming permit. Also the
prize funds must not be above £2,000 per week 85 H2r day.

Policing & Crime Bill:  This recently became law and probably doesn't yeaflect us, but
depending on local conditions you may have to offere sales in 125ml servings (if served by the
glass) and have free tap water available (and hangetting into the debate over the cost of glass
ice and lemon!)

WIGIG: | have mentioned this before, but for the firstdimaw a WIGIG offer on overt sale.
WiGIG-When it's gone its gone! A pub was selliriglfa bottles for £1.50. | assume they bought a
load on the cheap to sell at a cash margin (say Elis is not a bad sales technique to try by ragidi
a product to your core lines and selling it on oftegenerate this and some more associated trade!

The Re-Birth of the Club? Apparently if the Tories take power they would teedegislation
allowing for a community right to buy a facilityp) which is closing. Sounds interesting, but my
thoughts is they should be canvassing opinion dgetping those community facilities, including
Clubs whoever they may be as to surviving at tlesgmt. As such, as there is an election in the
offing don't be afraid to canvass MPs or prospeqgbarliamentary candidates as to what they would
do to support your business? We hear of tax-braaieasy form filling, but | don't see much apart
from most councils offering discretionary rate eéli

Quiz: Thanks to Ann at Virginia Water for flagging theéesiwww.quiz-zone.co.ukvhere you can
download free quizzes. There are also joker systemoffer and the Club has decided to have a
'snow-ball’ quiz whereby trivial questions are aeed with the winner being the team that answers
the most correctly in a row. An interesting slemtry?




