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   County website:  www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/kent

BRANCH SECRETARIES:  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ITEMS IN THIS MONTHLY CIRCULAR SHOULD FORM PART OF YOUR REPORT

COUNTY CHAIRMAN`S REMARKS
Now we have entered the new Legion year and Remembrancetide I would just like to pass on my grateful thanks to all those members of branches who do so much in the name of the Legion, in particular the Chairmen, Secretaries, Treasurers, Membership Secretaries and Poppy Appeal Organisers.  I know that things don’t always go as smoothly as you would wish, usually something that is beyond our control at County, but thank you for your patience.
The Standard Bearer Competition was very disappointing with only two Legion competitors and two from the Women’s Section.  However, congratulations to the winners Richard Bunyan and Shirley Froud and Geoff Lees and Linda Fletcher the runners up.  Also, well done to the two Parade Marshals, it being their first competition.  I am sure they intend to make it a bigger competition next year.

I would like to thank Group 2 for the welcome they gave to my wife and I at their last Group meeting, which was well attended.

I would like to thank you all for your support over the past year and all Branches that took up the Chairman’s Challenge.  The results will be announced at County Conference on 21st January.

My wife and I will be out the Country from 11th November until 14th January 2012.  Mrs Robbie Dunger will be standing in for me over that period, please contact her through County Office.
Aussie Walker
DONATIONS TO COUNTY FUNDS
The following donations have been gratefully received:
Rolvenden Branch - £100

Gillingham Branch - £524
Brabourne & Smeeth Branch - £900 (two donations)

Group 3 - £204.85

Church of St Mary & St Radigund, Postling - £25

Raymond & Blanche Lawson Charitable Trust - £5,000
IN MEMORIUM

Donations have been received in memory of:


Mr Edward Jordan - £10
ANNUAL COUNTY CONFERENCE

Next year’s County Conference will take place at Headcorn Village Hall, Church Lane, Headcorn TN27 9NR on Saturday 21st January.  Please remember, if you wish to send a delegate to County Conference or to Annual Conference in May, your MS1 and the R&P / Branch Accounts form must be received at County Office by 31st December.  There were some disappointed branches last year.
FUNDRAISING IN NAME OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Branches are reminded that they may not use the name of the Royal British Legion or any Royal British Legion logo if they raise funds for other charities.  Any monies raised for other charities must not be paid through the Branch bank account.
POPPY APPEAL ORGANISERS
In the last few days there have been a couple of areas where local RBL branches/members have suggested that non RBL members cannot collect, count money, or provide other means of support to the Appeal.  Just to be clear, this is absolutely not the case.  It is a matter for the PAO as to who supports them while they conduct the Appeal in their District.  Many PAOs are not RBL members.  Many thanks.
Nick Buckley  (Head of Poppy Appeal)
POPPY APPEAL
At the end of the year, out of 66 Counties and Districts, Kent came 2nd behind South & West Yorkshire with a total of £1,356,086.79.  However, Kent came 1st with an outstanding increase over last year’s figure of 18.13%.  A fantastic job from our volunteers and supporters - well done everyone.

KENT COUNTY AWARDS.
Could I ask that all Branch Chairman ensure that County Awards attained by their Branch, or individual members of the Branch at the 2011 Kent County Annual Conference are returned to the County Office on or before the 1st December 2011.  I would ask that they be returned clean and in the original container.  As these awards are a valuable source of archive could I ask that the award be engraved to record your Branch success.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Steve Woolford  (Conference Secretary)
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS
Attached are the membership statistics for the year ending 30th September.  It is shown as a league table based on percentage increase or decrease.  Congratulations to all those who have increased their numbers over the past 12 months.  The County Branch is at the top is due to the closure of the Deal & Walmer, the Gravesend & Northfleet and the Woodnesborough & Ash Branches and the transfer of the majority of their members into the County Branch.
Also attached is the national league table which show that Kent County finished in 6th place out of 66 counties and districts with a net loss of just 14 members over the 12 month period.  This is excellent news considering last year we were in 16th place with a loss of 154 members.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Please do not send the cards of lapsed or deceased members to County Office as they will only be returned.  Unless cards are returned to CDI on the form MS6 that came with your cash cards you will not be reimbursed the affiliation fee for these members.

CAROL SERVICE
The annual Carol Service will take place in the Community Hall at the Capel Morris Centre in the Royal British Legion Village at 2.30pm on Saturday 10th December.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.  All are welcome.

CONCERT IN AID OF THE POPPY APPEAL

The Maidstone Wind Symphony Concert for Remembrance will take place at All Saints Church, Maidstone on Sunday 6th November at 4 pm.  This year they celebrate 90 years of the Royal British Legion with many of your favourite war time tunes.  Tickets are £7 each with £5 concessions.  Book your tickets now on 01580 291056 or at www.maidstonewindsymphony.org
MINSTER & MONKTON BRANCH
A fun packed Poppy Party Weekend was planned between the Branch and the Social club between Friday 10th and Sunday 12th of June.  On the Friday, a Quiz Night was held which also included a raffle and a buffet followed by a Saturday full of events including a day time tombola, a barbeque and bottle auction, cake stall, and a children’s colouring competition.  The evening was rounded off with a 1940’s Street Party Group.  

On the Sunday there were two displays by the March Militaire Band, a junior football match, an afternoon disco and karaoke, a children’s raffle and Poppy boxes in the bar.  As if all that wasn’t enough, the Social Club held a Grand Draw with the proceeds going to the Poppy Appeal together with an additional donation.  A donation was given by Minster Parish Council to the Branch to help with the weekend celebrations.  All proceeds were paid into the Poppy Appeal Account with a grand total of £1513 being raised.
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FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND SONG

One of the events organised by the Canterbury Branch/Poppy Appeal for the 90th Anniversary of The Royal British Legion was a Festival of Music and Song which featured the Snowdown Colliery Welfare Male Voice Choir and the Salvation Army Canterbury Corps Band at their Hall in Canterbury on Saturday 17th September.  It was a hugely successful event summed up well by the evening’s principal guest - the Sheriff of Canterbury, Cllr Hazel McCabe MBE, who said it was a really splendid, rousing evening and a very happy and reflective occasion.  
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There was one particularly emotional moment in the programme when the Choir sang ‘Take Me Home’ and dedicated it to the recent sad loss of life of the miners in Wales; the song was in fact written by a miner.  The Sheriff also thanked the Legion for all the on-going care that is given to our ex-Service people.  The County Chairman and his wife also enjoyed the evening which was full of community singing and much flag-waving when Rule Britannia and Land of Hope and Glory duly arrived in the programme.  The princely sum of £902 was raised for the Poppy Appeal which was a tremendous effort from all those involved.

Canterbury have also raised a further £700 with other 90th events including a ‘Meet the Public Day’, a strawberry cream tea, and  a stall at a boot fair.
ARMY RUGBY UNION BLACK POPPY SHIRT
The Royal British Legion is one of the sponsors of the Army Rugby Union and to acknowledge this on going support the ARU has released a commemorative RBL poppy design rugby shirt.  

The shirt is black in colour.  The design features falling poppies to the shoulders front and back and a lone soldier silhouette to the front.  On the left arm is the RBL logo, on the right arm is the 90th anniversary logo.  On the front centre of the chest is 11.11.11, with the ARU crest on the left chest.  The words 'We Will Remember Them' and the Cenotaph are on the back of the shirt. 

Below is a link to the ARU shop webpage, which also features the promotional video for this new shirt, it would be appreciated if you could disseminate this link to ensure that your members are amongst the first to know about this new product honouring both the RBL and those who have given their lives for the freedom we enjoy today.  A percentage of the profits made from the sales of these shirts will be donated by the Army Rugby Union to the Royal British Legion.
http://shop.armyrugbyunion.org.uk/products/Black-Poppy-Shirt.html


[image: image5.jpg]&



                                                    
[image: image6.png]


                                                         [image: image7.jpg]&




LEST WE FORGET

Notification has been received that the following members have passed on:

Mrs Christine Hayman
Benenden Branch


Captain John Gregory
“


Mr Bill Kennedy
Birchington Branch


Mr John Garside
Downs Branch


Mr Donald Prior
“


Ms Jeanne Robinson
“

Mr Ronald Skinner
Folkestone Branch


Mr Reginald Gibbs
Hawkhurst Branch


Mr Alan Simmonds
Maidstone Branch


Mr James White
Pluckley & Little Chart Branch


Mr Peter Musson
Ramsgate Branch


Mr ‘Mick’ Smith
Rolvenden Branch


Mr Ray Collins
Sittingbourne & Milton Regis Branch
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KENT COUNTY EVENTS - 2011
NOVEMBER

Sun
6th
Maidstone Winds Orchestra - All Saints Church, Maidstone 4 pm

Fri
11th
Remembrance Day - 11.11.11

Sat
12th
Festival of Remembrance - Royal Albert Hall
Sat
12th
Folkestone Youth Festival of Remembrance - Leas Cliff Hall 6 pm
Sun
13th
Remembrance Sunday

Wed
16th
Veterans Outreach Support Kent - Capel Morris Centre 2 pm

Sat
19th
Womens’s Section County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall

Sun
20th
Jean Martyn in Concert - Kings Hall, Herne Bay 2.30 pm
DECEMBER
Sat
10th
Carol Service - Capel Morris Centre 2.30 pm

JANUARY 2012
Sat
21st
County Conference - Headcorn Village Hall 1 pm
Updated:  27th October 2011
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