
LEGIONevents2011
A spectacular line-up of entertainment, challenges, social events, sports 
and military extravaganzas, all in support of The Royal British Legion. Shoulder to shoulder 

with all who serve
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Welcome to our Special Events Calendar for 2011.

This is a very special year for all of us working with and for the 
Legion, as we celebrate our 90th anniversary. For 90 years we have 
been here to support all those who have served, and are serving, 
in the British Armed Forces and their families.

If you want to help us in our work, this brochure contains a wealth 
of activities which give you the chance to enjoy yourself whilst 
raising money for us. If you are feeling energetic – or keen to get 
fit in 2011 – come and join us on Pedal to Paris (acknowledged 
as the very best London – Paris ride), trek through the Pyrenees, 
or across Exmoor. If you would prefer a more leisurely approach 
to raising money, join us in St George’s Hanover Square, Telford 
International Conference Centre or London’s magnificent Guildhall. 
You can even help us by spending a day at the Races…

By taking part, and joining in, we can continue our work for a 
wide range of people, from children to widows, from families 
to pensioners. 

Please help us to help those to whom we owe so much by taking 
part in one of our forthcoming events.

Sir John Kiszely KCB, MC
National President of The Royal British Legion

The Royal British Legion
Haig House
199 Borough High Street
London SE1 1AA

Legionline: 08457 725 725
www.britishlegion.org.uk
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The Royal British Legion has been helping Service 
people past and present for nearly 90 years, and 
although their needs have changed over that time the 
need for our work is as vital as ever. Thousands of our 
current beneficiaries are from recent conflicts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and we’re there to help them re-build 
their lives when they return.

The Legion is committed to the welfare, interests and 
memory of the Service family – those who we feel 
have made a unique commitment to their country and 
deserve to be rewarded for that with long term care. 
The Legion provides welfare services, campaigns on a 
range of issues affecting Service people, is custodian of 
Remembrance, runs the annual Poppy Appeal and is one 
of the UK’s largest membership organisations. 

First and foremost, the Legion is about people.
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The Legion’s best known fundraising initiative is the 
annual Poppy Appeal, which raised just under £34 
million last year – though an impressive amount, this 
is still less than half the funds we need to maintain 
our work.

There are many other ways to support the Legion, 
whether it is taking part in a challenge, such as Pedal 
to Paris, or buying a ticket to the beautiful Christmas 
Celebration at the Guildhall. The Legion also benefits 
from our relationships with our corporate partners 
and sales of special products. We are also grateful for 
the kind donations received from so many people, and 
legacies that will ensure our work continues.

All these funds help the Legion to carry on campaigning 
and caring for Service and ex-Service people.



If you liked this...
You’ll love the Virgin London Marathon (p7) and Poppy Run (p20)

Sun 6 March

This year The Royal British Legion is putting a team 
together for The Adidas Silverstone Half Marathon, but 
all places are full. 

However, if you have secured your own place for the 
half marathon and would like to run it for The Royal 
British Legion, then please contact Claire O’Dowd. 

To sign up please visit: 
www.adidashalfmarathon.co.uk

To register your details, once you have signed up, contact: 
Claire O’Dowd 020 3207 2268
codowd@britishlegion.org.uk

You will then be signed up as part of the 2011 team 
and will receive our fundraising kit!



If you liked this...
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Contact:
Claire O’Dowd 020 3207 2268
codowd@britishlegion.org.uk

We are giving you the chance to run for the UK’s 
leading Armed Forces Charity and be a part of one of 
the biggest and most popular sporting annual events 
in Britain! 

Unfortunately, all our own places are now full (though 
if you want to run for us in 2012, let us know!). If, 
however, you have your own place and would like to 
fundraise for and be a part of the fantastic Royal British 
Legion team then please contact Claire O’Dowd.

Sun 17 April

You’ll love the Virgin London Triathlon (p15) 



If you liked this...
You’ll love the Christmas Celebration (p24)

Wed 27 April

Mark St George’s Day and celebrate all things English. 
Hosted by Martyn Lewis, our concert at the famous 
London church of St George’s Hanover Square, with 
guest readers and music from the highly respected choir 
of St George’s and The Central Band of The Royal British 
Legion, will entertain and amuse. Tickets are £30 each 
for the concert only or £65 (to include champagne and 
canapés afterwards at the Lansdowne Club in 
Berkeley Square).

Contact: 
Rebecca Pride 020 3207 2272 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk



If you liked this...
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Thurs 12 – Sun 15 May

A musical and military spectacular honouring Britain’s 
Service personnel held in the beautiful grounds of 
Windsor Castle. The Legion is the official charity of 
this event.

A wealth of military entertainments will be on hand, 
including displays, music and a spectacular finale 
featuring recently returned Service personnel.

Purchasing a ticket also gives you access to the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show from 3pm on the same day. This 
offers plenty for the whole family, including exciting 
displays, equestrian competitions and over 200 stalls.

Tickets range from £20 to £65.

For tickets or further information please call:

Ticket line: 0871 230 5570
Group bookings: 0844 412 4650
Online booking: www.windsortattoo.com

You’ll love the Christmas Celebration (p24) and Festival of Remembrance (p23)



If you liked this...
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For more information please contact: 
Teresa Greener 020 3207 2275
tgreener@britishlegion.org.uk

You’ll love the Telford Walk (p11)

Sun 15 May

As part of our 90th anniversary celebrations, we will be 
holding a grand family day out in Telford Town Park on 
Sunday 15 May.

Commencing at midday, we will have 1940s entertainers 
providing live music all afternoon, exhibitions, food, 
drinks and a few surprises! We hope these will include 
an appearance by the breathtaking Jump 4 Heroes team, 
a fly past and a Beat Retreat – more details will become 
available nearer the time.

Entry to the Park will be free to all – although donations 
to the Legion will be most welcome.

10



If you liked this...
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For more information, contact: 
Dan Solley 020 3207 2270
dsolley@britishlegion.org.uk

Come and join us at our sponsored walk around Telford 
Park, as part of our 90th anniversary Funday!

Individuals, Teams, Friends and Families are all welcome 
– register in advance to get a sponsorship form and 
raise funds for the Legion, or come along on the day, 
just join in and make a donation. Registration is £10 
(children go free) and we would like you to raise as 
much as you possibly can, at least £90 per person 
in sponsorship.

Sun 15 May

You’ll love the Poppy Walk (p14)

11



If you liked this...
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Contact: 
Rebecca Pride 020 3207 2272 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk

As the Legion hits 90 in 2011, we will be going back 
in time to celebrate in style with a special birthday 
party at the International Centre in Telford, so join us 
for a fabulous dinner and great music from the 1920s 
onwards brought to you by The Central Band of The 
Royal British Legion – and dress to impress!

Tickets are £75 each.

You’ll love the Poppy Ball (p22) and Special 90th anniversary Events (p28)

Thurs 19 May



If you liked this...
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For more information and to sign up please contact: 
Claire O’Dowd 020 3207 2268
codowd@britishlegion.org.uk

For all you keen trekkers out there why not try something 
different this year and take part in our unique Chemin de la 
Liberte expedition? 

Follow in the footsteps of World War II heroes and relive 
the four day trek that thousands of Allied Servicemen 
and civilian Prisoners of War made across the Pyrenees to 
freedom over 60 years ago. When the going gets tough, 
remember they did it in winter – and in the dark!

Registration – which covers all costs associated with the 
trip – is £300, and we ask you to raise a minimum of £1,000 
in sponsorship.

You’ll love Exmoor 30:30 (p18)

Tue 5 – Tue 12 July
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You’ll love the Telford Walk (p11)

Sun 17 July

Our annual Poppy Walk shows just some of what 
London has to offer along a carefully-plotted 10km 
route. Bring everyone you know to help solve the 
answers to our quiz on the way – with rewards for the 
right answers! Open to everyone so bring friends, family 
or colleagues for a fun day out.

For more information, or to register your interest, contact: 
Rebecca Pride 020 3207 2272 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk



If you liked this...
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The London Triathlon is the biggest Triathlon event in 
Europe and we are giving 50 energetic athletes the 
chance to be a part of this amazing event and support
The Royal British Legion. Whether you go it alone, or 
join forces with friends to make a team, make this your 
challenge for 2011. Choose from:

SWIM BIKE RUN

INDIVIDUAL SUPER SPRINT 400M 10KM 2.5KM

INDIVIDUAL SPRINT 750M 20KM 5KM

INDIVIDUAL OPEN AGE OLYMPIC 1500M 40KM 10KM

INDIVIDUAL AGE GROUP OLYMPIC 1500M 40KM 10KM

INDIVIDUAL MIXED GROUP OLYMPIC 1500M 40KM 10KM

INDIVIDUAL OLYMPIC PLUS 1500M 80KM 10KM

SPRINT TEAM RELAY 750M 20KM 5KM

   OLYMPIC TEAM RELAY 1500M 40KM 10KM

Registration is £50 and we ask you to raise £500 
in sponsorship. 

To sign up please contact: 
Claire O’Dowd 020 3207 2268
codowd@britishlegion.org.uk

Sat 30 – Sun 31 July

You’ll love the Virgin London Marathon (p7) and Pedal to Paris (p17)



If you liked this...
You’ll love the Christmas Celebration (p24) and Windsor Tattoo (p9)

We are delighted that the management of Newmarket 
Racecourses have once again generously agreed to let us 
hold our biennial Legion Raceday on their beautiful 
July Course.

If you are a Legion member or supporter, call Newmarket 
Box Office on 0844 5793010 AFTER 1 MARCH, quoting 
the Legion offer, to buy Premier Enclosure tickets at the 
reduced price of £12 (normally £23) and Grandstand 
tickets at the reduced price of £9.50 (normally £16). Also 
available on www.newmarketracecourse.co.uk
with a promotional code.

Contact: Teresa Greener 020 3207 2275
tgreener@britishlegion.org.uk

Gala Lunch
If you want to make this a really special day, come and 
join us in our Gala Lunch marquee for the whole day! This 
includes drinks, lunch, afternoon tea, Tote service, auction – 
plus entry to all areas of the Racecourse and car parking. 

Tickets are £90 all-inclusive (except for your betting money 
of course…)

Contact: Rebecca Pride 020 3207 2272 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk

Sat 6 August
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Now in its 16th year, The Royal British Legion’s Pedal 
to Paris is an unforgettable four-day 460 kilometre 
adventure through some of the best cycling landscape 
of England and France. You will ride from Greenwich to 
Calais on day 1, Calais to Abbeville on day 2, Abbeville 
to Beauvais on day 3 and finally in to Paris on day 4. 
The ride closes with a fabulous gala dinner to celebrate 
your achievements.

Every aspect of the ride is planned with precision – 
from accommodation and transport to the all-important 
mechanics, outriders and sports physios. We plan so you 
can ride hassle-free. Just one of the reasons so many 
cyclists come back to us again and again.

So please join us for Pedal to Paris in our 90th 
anniversary year, and be part of something truly special.

Contact:
Dan Solley 020 3207 2270 
dsolley@britishlegion.org.uk

You’ll love the Virgin London Triathlon (p15)

Thurs 1 – Mon 5 September
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You’ll love the Freedom Trail (p13)

To find out more, visit: 
www.exmoor3030.org.uk

Contact: 
Dan Solley 020 3207 2270 
dsolley@britishlegion.org.uk

The ultimate fitness challenge – the Exmoor 30:30 – 
is now in its 3rd year and we are delighted that the 
Trustees have decided to make this event solely a 
fundraiser for The Royal British Legion.

Run by senior ex-Army professionals, this is an 
opportunity to truly test your fitness – and your ability 
to work within a team – while you race over 30 miles 
of moorland on Exmoor. For the first time this year, the 
challenge will be divided into three classes: Open – 
for teams without any local knowledge. Insider – for 
teams who have local knowledge (and thus a possible 
advantage). Wounded – for teams including wounded 
Serving or ex-Service personnel. Teams of five can 
compete on a solo or relay basis – but each team must 
carry a total of 150lbs between them.

It is a race to the finish – with trophies to be won!

Sat 17 September



If you liked this...
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The Royal British Legion will be marking its 90th 
anniversary with a special commemorative service 
in Westminster Abbey on Tuesday 20 September. 
Attendance will be by invitation only and details of 
ticket distribution will be available in June.

Contact: 
Ellie Barker 020 3207 2266
ebarker@britishlegion.org.uk

Tue 20 September

You’ll love the Christmas Celebration (p24) 



If you liked this...
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You’ll love the Adidas Silverston Half Marathon (p6) 

The Poppy Run is a new national series of runs which 
aim to raise awareness of and funds for The Royal 
British Legion’s annual Poppy Appeal.

Non-competitive and fun, the runs – held on the last 
Sunday in October annually – will be open for everyone 
to enter and run, jog or even walk the 5km routes. 
Each Poppy Run will be organised by a local organiser, 
co-ordinated and supported centrally by Cowan 
Global Events.

Participants will be able to enter online or by post 
and are asked to raise sponsorship for the work of 
the Legion.

In 2011, we anticipate there will be a minimum of 20 
Poppy Runs, large and small, taking place in cities, 
towns and villages across the country. 

If you would like to organise one, please contact:
Jim Cowan 084 4567 4695 
jim@poppy-run.com

Please note that a website will be live in the Spring of 2011

October
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You’ll love the Poppy Ball (p22) 

Every November The Royal British Legion holds a 
Reception to say a big “Thank You” to our Corporate 
supporters, to update them on current projects 
and targets in the coming year and to provide an 
opportunity to network.

The event this year is being held at the prestigious 
Goldsmiths’ Hall, which has been generously donated 
by The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths and it will 
begin with the Directors expressing how important 
Corporate supporters are for the Legion, followed by an 
overview of current work and the challenges ahead.

The evening will continue with the presentation of 
awards to our supporters for Best Corporate Innovation, 
Best Cause Related Initiative and Corporate Partner 
of the Year. Once the formal part of the evening is 
complete, the evening is opened up for informal 
networking accompanied by food, choice drinks and 
relaxing background music. The evening brings together 
a diverse group of organisations with a common cause 
– the future of The Royal British Legion.

For further information, contact:
Corporate Team 020 3207 2271

November
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You’ll love the Christmas Celebration (p24) and Windsor Tattoo (p9)

Sat 12 November

The annual Festival of Remembrance held at the Royal 
Albert Hall commemorates and honours all those who 
have lost their lives in conflicts and is both a moving 
and enjoyable event.  

This year’s event will be on Saturday 12 November with 
performances at 14:00 and 19:00.

Ticket prices range from £11.00 to £27.00 and are 
available from the Royal Albert Hall.

Box Office: 020 7589 8212
Online booking: www.royalalberthall.com
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For tickets or more information, contact: 
Rebecca Pride 020 3207 2272 
rpride@britishlegion.org.uk

*Please note that booking forms will be mailed out in August.

This year we aim to spread the magic over two 
evenings at the City of London’s Guildhall! As always, 
our concerts make a stylish start to the Christmas 
season – with choirs, celebrities, carols and more. With 
music and singing led by The Bach Choir, and other 
musical guests, the concerts will also include pieces of 
poetry and prose performed by our celebrity readers.

Please join us for a memorable and uplifting time and 
sing your hearts out – whichever evening you choose. 
Tickets are available at £35 for the concert (with a 
reception beforehand in the Crypts) or £160 for all of 
that and a delicious black tie dinner afterwards in the 
Old Library (on Wednesday 14 December only).

You’ll love St George’s Day Concert (p8) and Windsor Tattoo (p9)

Tue 13 – Wed 14 December
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All year round

Contact: Mr Peter Smith
Golf Co-ordinator
peter.seniorsgolf@gmail.com
www.poppygolf.org.uk

If you are a keen golfer, and think your Golf Club would 
be happy to support the Legion, please think about 
organising a special Poppy Golf Day. These are held 
across the country at various times of the year, and last 
year donated £20k to our work – we would love to 
increase that figure for our 90th anniversary.

Souvenirs and medals are available to help you with 
your event.

You’ll love Set Yourself a Challenge (p26)
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Contact: Claire O’Dowd 020 3207 2268
codowd@britishlegion.org.uk

All year round, in support of The Royal British Legion

We love to hear from enthusiastic and passionate 
fundraisers who want to do their own thing to raise 
money for us. So whether you want to run, walk, swim, 
cycle, climb, jump – or anything else – why not do it for 
us and get sponsored to do it?

In 2010, we had people who…

climbed Kilimanjaro
ran across the Sahara
walked from Brighton to Canterbury
cycled from Alaska to Argentina

As well as a few, less hardy souls, stuck to running a 
jazz night, having their haircut, or organising a 
bingo night.

However you want to make us money, so long as it is 
SAFE AND LEGAL (!) – we want to hear about it. We 
can provide fundraising packs, T shirts, etc, so get 
in touch.
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All year round

We are delighted that we receive ongoing support from 
a number of theatres and touring theatrical productions 
throughout the year, and – whilst appreciating theatres 
currently need every penny they can get for themselves 
– we are always delighted to work with any production/
theatre that feels it might be able to help the Legion.

In 2010, we were particularly pleased at the 
tremendous fundraising efforts made on our behalf by 
the West End productions of ‘War Horse’ and ‘Birdsong’.

If you think your show or theatre could help us, please contact: 
Teresa Greener 020 3207 2275
tgreener@britishlegion.org.uk
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All year round

Cathedral Concerts – Concerts held through the 
summer in celebration of our 90th anniversary. 
www.cathedralconcerts.co.uk

Poppy Party Weekends Fri 10 – Sun 12 June.
www.greatpoppypartyweekend.co.uk

Battle Back Challenge – A Cycle Challenge from Land’s 
End to John O’Groats. Wed 4 – Sat 14 May.
For more information, contact: andyr@absolutechallenges.org

Army & Navy Masters Rugby Sat 7 May, 
Twickenham. http://armynavymatch.org

Inter-Services Cricket Ist20 Final
Tue 28 June, Lords. IST20.com

Combined Services v Barbarians Rugby 
Remembrance Match Tue 8 November, 
Gloucester Kingsholm Stadium.

Battle of Stamford Bridge – Army Boxing 
Gala Night Fri 11 November, Chelsea Football Club.

For more information on the above events and others for the 
90th anniversary Campaign please contact:
Ruth Powell, rpowell@britishlegion.org.uk
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Details of this event are still under discussion at the 
time of going to print, but please check the website: 
www.march4honour.com

tba
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We realise that fundraising for The Royal British Legion 
can be a little daunting, so here are a few Do’s and 
Don’ts to help you fundraise as painlessly as possible.

DO break down your target into small amounts – 
you will find it easier to achieve your goal. Asking 50 
people for a donation of £5 is easier than asking 25 
people for £10 – obvious but true!

DO set up your own page on our dedicated 
fundraising website www.bmycharity.com/
britishlegion – a simple way to raise funds because 
once you are set up and have targeted your supporters, 
they can donate online in a matter of minutes. 
Collection of funds is done for you and the Legion 
receives a further 25 pence per £1 via Gift Aid from UK 
tax payers.

DO call us if you need any additional information 
about the Legion on 020 3207 2268. We are aware that 
you are raising funds for us and are always willing to 
support your efforts.

DO remember to ask for support from work 
colleagues, neighbours, local trades-people (eg, 
newsagents and publicans will often help to publicise 
local involvement) – in fact anyone you can think of!

DO try to involve your potential supporters. For 
example, offering a skill in return for a donation or 
organising a social event – sell tickets to a dance, 
barbecue or quiz night. The main reason people will 
support you is because you ask them to – and how you 
ask is very important. Try to enthuse and involve your 
supporters. Make it clear you need their help – 
everyone likes to be needed! 

DO please remember to thank all your sponsors 
personally. 

Things that will help you fundraise






