THE RCYAL BRITISH

LEGION

COUNTY NOTICES & EVENTS

POPPY APPEAL
AS AT 11 June _ _
2010 We welcome Colin Hawkins as the new County
Chairman and Sandra Bromley as the new
Suffolk County Secretary
£594,023.46
Well done We say Goodbye, but hopefully not Farewell, to
everyone!ll Denis Bloomfield, David Kemp and Rev Michael
Thorpe

From the Chairman:

Many of you will be aware of some of the problems the County has experienced. It started with the loss of our
County Treasurer, the County Chairman then stood down for personal reasons and very shortly after, the Vice-
chairman resigned. It would not be appropriate to say why they took this action. That is a personal matter and it is their
decision whether they wish to promulgate their reasons. On the bright side however, we have a new County Secretary.

Your County Committee has appointed me as Chairman County. | intend to lead the County Committee and
hopefully bring some stability, thus ensuring my successor has a trouble-free induction into the chairman’s position.
We have had our problems, but they are now behind us and | am looking forward to keeping Suffolk in the higher
quartile of efficient counties. | will be subjected to an election at the 2011 County Conference for another year until
January 2012 which would have been Denis’s finale.

On behalf of the County | have sent the new National Chairman, John Farmer, a letter of congratulations. |
was John'’s Vice-chairman from 2000/2003 and | am confident, having worked with him, he will make a good chairman.

Since my so called “retirement” when | stood down as County Chairman in 2006, | have occasionally heard
critical comments uttered in a spiteful manner, referring to those helping the Legion who were not ex-service. These
views have no place in the modern Legion. There should be no discrimination as we have only one grade of
membership. In extreme cases, anyone expressing these unhelpful remarks could find themselves on a Complaints
Hearing if someone makes a formal complaint against them. Hopefully this will not happen but | urge you all to censure
anyone expressing these unaccommodating views. | will be repeating this message throughout my tenure of office.

Conference delegates rejected two motions of urgency to increase the affiliation fee. This is despite the cost of
the membership services being more than the affiliation fee income. | will personally be watching with bated breath as
to what the Board of Trustees may consider is the appropriate line of action. Whatever it is, the issue is not going to go
away. If we want the service then we have to pay for it.

I look forward to meeting many of you during the summer, let's hope the weather is kind to us.

Colin Hawkins
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COUNTY NOTICES & EVENTS - CONTINUED

SUFFOLK COUNTY CALENDAR
OF EVENTS 2010

June

18 Caseworker Development Day

26 Armed Forces Day, Lowestoft.
10am — 3am Royal Green

27 Long Melford Club open day 12-

4

27 Kesgrave Branch Armed Forces
Day Event

July

03 "Listen to the Band" concert
performed by the Leiston Branch
Band of the RBL in St. Marys
Church Bungay commencing at
7pm. Entrance £5 at the door

03 Holbrook Veterans Day Tea

04 Needham Market Raft Race

07 Management Board — County
Office

07 | Group meeting Ipswich Branch

09 Poppy Appeal Seminar Rock
Barracks

09 ‘Shoe box’ presentation by RAF
Wattisham — Stowmarket RBL .
Club 8.30pm

10 A film/exhibition show entitled "A |||
History of the Royal Air Force" to
commemorate the "
70th.Anniversary of the Battle of
Britain to be held in Bungay
Community Centre, Upper Olland ||
Street commencing at 7pm.
Entrance £3 at the door

10 Stanton-District Branch—12-hour
Archery-Marathon,-Roese-and

CrowhPH-Stanton-8am-8pm
11 County Rally Woodbridge

24 County Committee Meeting —
Framlingham

24 Salute for Heroes- Glemham

Hall

25 Salute for Heroes- Glemham

Hall

25 | Group Rally

25 Bury St Edmunds Challenge
Walks — Marshalls and bucket
collectors wanted please contact
County Manager

=

m document updated.

Needham Market

Party

26 G group meeting Wenhaston

31 Stanton Fun Day — (Stanton n
District Branch) Recreational
Ground 1pm - 4pm

August

04 CWAC 10.30 County Office

September

01 Management Board — County
Office

11 County Standard Bearers

Competition Needham Market 09.30

25 County Committee Meeting —
Felixstowe RBL Club

28 Fundraising Committee Meeting
11.00 County Office

30 90™ Anniversary Launch

October

19 ‘J Gp AGM — Wickham Market

November

03 Management Board — County
Office

10 Leiston Festival of Remembrance

11 Bury St Edmunds Festival of
Remembrance at the Apex

27 County Committee Meeting —

Long Melford

2011

September
11 Felixstowe Branch Open Day at

Landguard Fort

Branch Garden m

Please share information about  events
you know of within the ~ County by
informing the office who will  keep this

The Wings, Wheels and Steam Country
Fair 26-27 June 2010 , held at Rougham.

Will feature a special marquee for Armed
Forces Day, the organisers will be looking for
volunteers to help make this a day to
remember.

Further details can be found by contacting
Michael Heyland or Claire Davies

Tel: 01359 270524

Or write to: The Estate Office, Rougham,
Bury St Edmunds, IP30 9LZ

Or info@roughamairfield.org




“Salute for Heroes”
A Weekend of Military Displays and
Re-enactments In Aid of Help for
Heroes
24 - 25 JULY 2010
AT GLEMHAM HALL, SUFFOLK

Thrill to the Spectacular Sights and
Sounds of the First Annual Salute to
Heroes Event

Over the weekend of 24 & 25 July 2010
the Salute to Heroes Event will be held
at Glemham Hall in Suffolk. Throughout
the weekend we will celebrate the work
and achievements of our Armed Forces,
The Emergency Services and Youth
Organisations. This will include thrilling
military displays, living history camps,
skills competitions, marching bands,
music and much, much more!
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A meeting has been held with the
Suffolk Coordinator for Help for
Heroes and TRBL. They are the lead
organisation in the event mentioned
above. .

As you are aware the Policy of the
Royal British Legion is that standards
are not permitted to be used at an
event at which The Royal British
Legion is not a beneficiary. The
Coordinator of the event has
promised us not only a sizeable
donation but also free space for our
Recruitment and Fundraising stands
(Brian and Doreen have agreed to go
for us). Thus the Legion is a
beneficiary and we can take part with
standards.

On both days at around 4pm they will
have a grand finale in which they
would like Royal British Legion
Standards to be a part of and also on
the Sunday morning to have a
Drumhead service (this is going to be
a short tribute service)

The Drumhead will require standards
to form up at 10.45 and will take
place at 11.00 lasting no more than
30 minutes. The Bugle platoon from
the Rifles will be there as well as the
Long Melford Corps of Drums. The
Chairman has agreed to the Union
Standard being present

Pease could you let me know if you
have any further questions and if you
need any support in getting the word
out to our branches and standard
bearers.

We will shortly be sending
information out to branches via the
Secretaries, as considerable
concessions are available for groups
travelling in Coaches and Minibuses.
Please contact the County Office if
you have not received this by the
time of press
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BURY ST EDMUNDS CHALLENGE WAL KS AND
MARATHON SUNDAY 25" JULY 2010

There are three walks — the main Challenge walk is 26 miles
(42Km) and the others are 15.5 miles (25Km) and 6.2 miles
(10Km).

All the walks cover a different area from the Marathon. Starting
and finishing at the Rugby Club the longer routes explore the
lovely West Suffolk countryside and all three walks visit the
historic centre of Bury St Edmunds and its interesting military
history.

Bury St Edmunds’ long-established links with the forces was
instrumental in the choice of charities to support. With Forces
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bases at nearby Mildenhall, Lakenheath and Honington funds
raised from the Challenge Walks will be donated to the Royal
British Legion etc...

Entrants, their family and friends are encouraged to make a
weekend of it. Overnight camping facilities are being offered at
the Bury St Edmunds Rugby Club whilst this popular tourist
destination offers a wealth of hotels, B&B'’s, restaurants and
facilities
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The County will have a recruitment stall in attendance
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Thank you Message from The Suffolk Branch of The Britain
Australia Society.

On behalf of The Suffolk Branch of The Britain Australia
Society | wish to convey our thanks to those of you who so
kindly gave up your time to attend Our Anzac Day
Commemorative Service on 25™ April at St Peter & St Mary's
Church in Stowmarket.

Special thanks go to those Standard Bearers who made the
parade such a colourful affair and The Parade Marshall's who
saw to it that we were all in “The Right Place at the Right
Time”

The Norfolk Branch of The Society will be hosting the 2011
service and it will be Suffolk’s turn again in 2012 venue yet to
be decided — | will be in touch as soon as this is known.

Once Again Our Sincere Thanks and Best Wishes to you all.

Diana Whayman. Hon Sec/Treasurer. Suffolk Branch -
Britain Australia Society




_ COUNTYNOTICES-fromThe Secretary

Hello to you all

| hope by now the news has permeated throughout the County that you have a new County
Secretary. As you may know already, there have been changes since my joining the Legion but,
hopefully, we can now move forward under the Leadership of our new Chairman. To this end, |
would urge you to approach your members to see if we can fill the remaining vacant posts on the
County Committee in order to continue and improve the valiant efforts in Fundraising and Welfare
that the County has already shown.

On a more personal level, | live in Ipswich, born and bred, and have a son of 24 and a daughter of
22. | also have 3 (on a day to day basis) and 4 (intermittently), large dogs which need a lot of
walking and | play golf as and when | can. (I play off 24 for any of those who are in the know!). |
have had the last 13 months at Suffolk County Council organising road works and gritting, having
been made redundant after 17 years from Suffolk College in business support. Here | dealt with a
great deal of rules, regulations, procedures and Quality Assurance for examination boards and
student registrations and also organised some large events. | also have a background in the
licensed trade and have spent time as a licensee.

| have already met some of you and enjoyed my first Suffolk Show with you. | have already
received invitations out to branch and group meetings and to some Clubs so | hope to meet many
more of you very soon

Sandra

BRANCH FUNDS INITIATIVE
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The County Secretary




What is Heroes Return 2?

Heroes Return 2 has been set up to help veterans to commemorate the anniversaries of
events that led to the end of the Second World War. Veterans are people who saw active
service with, or alongside, the British and Allied Armed Forces during the Second World War.

How will Heroes Return 2 help?

We will make grants towards the travel and accommodation costs (including insurance) of
commemorative visits to the areas where British Armed Forces saw active service during the
Second World War and to attend recognised commemorative services in the UK. A fixed sum
will be available for each veteran, or the widows or widowers of veterans, towards the cost of
their visit. We will also contribute to spouses’ and carers’ travel and accommodation costs. So
that as many veterans as possible get this opportunity, we can only fund one visit for each
veteran, widow or widower. Visits must take place between 1 April 2009 and 31 December
2010. We can make a grant even if you have already booked or paid for your trip, provided that
you are planning to travel between these dates.

How much money will be offered?
There are different amounts of money for different destinations.

Destination Individual (one Individual plus Individual plus
person) spouse or carer (two spouse and carer

people) (three people)

United Kingdom £150 £225 £330

Northern and Western  £500 £875 £1,300

Europe

Mediterranean and £800 £1,425 £2,200

North Africa

Egypt, Libya and the £1,500 £2,825 £4,250

Middle East

Far East and Rest of £2,000 £3,700 £5,500

World




For your trips to the National Arboretum

Dear president, secretary and members.

| am writing to offer you our special, group package rates for veterans and their families. Over the past few years
we have hosted some very successful nights/weekends where we have provided our quality food and
accommodation for various groups of ex-forces personnel and their families including some British Legions.

Whether in the area to pay their respects at the National Memorial Arboretum, which is merely a fifteen minute
drive from the hotel, or simply to re-unite with old comrades, all parties concerned have left happy and fulfilled.
You could incorporate both into your stay at the historic cathedral, City of Lichfield home of the Staffordshire

regiment.

Please read the attached document for more information about our 3 star accommodation and our special rates
that include a three course meal, en-suite room and a full English breakfast. (from £40 p.p.p.n.) (Copy is available

in County Office)

| particularly enjoy the company of ex-servicemen in our late bar as | am an ex-Stafford myself and | look

forward to yours.

If you have any questions or to make booking inquiries don’t hesitate to contact the hotel and if | am unavailable
| will get back to you a.s.a.p or alternatively e-mail me f.a.0. Anthony (Events manager), with your contact details

and | will call you.

62 Beacon Street, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS13 7AR

Tel: 01543 414500 Fax: 01543 415734
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Email: enquiries@cathedrallodgehotel.com
Website: www.cathedrallodgehotel.com
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THE MAKINGS OF A GOOD RBL MEMBER?

Are you an active member? The kind that would be
missed or are you just content, that your name is o n
the list?

Do you attend the meetings and mingle with the
flock? Or do you stay at home to criticise and knoc k?

Do you work with your committee and get right in an d
mix or leave the work to just a few and talk about the
cheques?
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Think this over member, you know right from wrong.
Are you an active member or do you just belong?

From my office wall
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